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THE GCSE COURSE 
 
The GCSE course at Bromsgrove covers the three years of the Lower and Upper Fourth and the Fifth Form 

(Years 9, 10 & 11)  

 

 

The GCSE Curriculum 

 

The three year GCSE programme that our Lower Fourth (Year 9) students will embark upon in September will 

have a depth of academic rigour, whilst retaining a large element of student choice and flexibility between and 

within various subject areas.  

 

All students will work towards qualifications in English Language and English Literature, Mathematics, Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics (as stand-alone separate or a combined dual award). Pupils will also take at least one 

language and at least one of History, Geography, Classical Civilisation or Religious Studies. Beyond these 

subjects, students have two further options which may be used to take creative subjects or weight their overall 

programme of studies further to the humanities or languages. Pupils also undertake two lessons a week in 

non-examined Health and Movement and one in PSHE.   

 

The following table gives a tabular visualisation of the subjects to be studied:  

Mathematics  English  Sciences  Humanities  Languages 
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ADVICE ON HOW TO MAKE GCSE CHOICES and CAREERS ISSUES 

 
In choosing your subjects to go along with English, Mathematics, a Modern Language, the Sciences and 

Religious Studies, Classical Civilisation, History or Geography, you are able to choose subjects that will suit 

you. Your abilities, interests and career hopes should be considered to give you a balanced and appropriate 

programme.   

 

You will want to choose subjects in which you are fairly successful. Your class and subject teachers will be able 

to tell you what the requirements are for the various subjects, and guide you on how easy or difficult you will 

find them. You will also naturally gravitate towards subjects you think you will enjoy.  

 

Do not close off future options at this relatively early stage in your schooling. If you have career ambitions 

which require the study of certain subjects, you must bear this in mind. What you choose now does affect later 

choices in education; most IB or AS level courses expect the subject to have been passed at GCSE, but IB or A 

level Economics, Politics, Business Studies, History, Geography and Drama and Theatre Studies do not. It is 

necessary, however, to check with the department about particular skills which may be required. 

 

1. Very few careers are now open to pupils who achieve only GCSE qualifications, and many professions 

which used to accept post-Sixth Form entrants are now requiring degrees. A degree-level qualification 

is now the norm. 

 

2. Medicine and veterinary science usually require very high grades at GCSE, followed by very high grades 

in the IB or A level for acceptance at university. These are increasingly careers only for the very able 

pupils, and it is wrong to encourage the average pupil, no matter how great their interest, into thinking 

that they will automatically be successful. Credible candidates need at the least the strongest of 

science and maths backgrounds.  

 

3. Physics and Mathematics in the Sixth Form are essential for engineering. Design Technology is a 

useful, though not essential, additional subject to consider. 

 

4. Careers in accountancy, law, banking and a number of others do not demand specific subjects (apart 

from English and Mathematics) at GCSE level. However, history or literary interests are obviously a 

help in law, and geography may be a help in chartered surveying. In the same way, business studies 

will be a useful subject for would-be accountants.
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THE COMPULSORY CORE SUBJECTS 

 

MATHEMATICS 
Like most leading independent schools, our Mathematics Department follows Edexcelõs International GCSE 

(IGCSE) course rather than the traditional GCSE course. The IGCSE is a strong preparation for study of 

Mathematics in the Sixth Form as it concentrates to a greater extent on algebraic topics and less on 

contextualised problems and some more obscure areas of statistics. 

 

At Bromsgrove, it is usual that pupils study for the Higher Tier paper; however, where the Foundation tier is 
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HUMANITIES  
 

Choose at least one of :  

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
(Ethics, Philosophy and World Faiths) 

The aim of Religious Studies is to encourage students to develop their personal perspectives on life. The course 

explores religious and non-religious beliefs with a focus upon Buddhism, Christianity and Secular (non-

religious) worldviews.  Students develop the ability to construct well-reasoned, well-informed, balanced and 

structured argument reflecting upon their own values, beliefs and attitudes in the light of what they have learnt. 

Thus a GCSE in Religious Studies provides a rigorous academic programme of skills, laying the foundation for 

a broad range of future academic choice. The subject matter offers a unique study of the world that will provide 

a grounding for adult life in a pluralistic society and global community.  

 

The course consists of two areas of study:  

 

Component 1: The study of religions: Buddhism and Christianity 

In these units, for each religion, students will explore core beliefs, authority, worship, festivals, and 

pilgrimage. The role and influence of religion in the lives of individuals, communities and the wider world. 

 

Component 2: Thematic studies: Ethics and Philosophy 

In these units, students will explore issues surrounding ethical and philosophical debates in: 

1. Relationships and families ð Attitudes to marriage, family, gender roles, sexuality, LGBT rights 

2. Religion and life ð Abortion, euthanasia Animal Rights, Environmental ethics, origins of the universe 

3. The existence of God - Philosophical arguments for and against the existence of God, miracles, 

revelation, religious experience 

4. Religion, peace and conflict ð Protest, violence, terrorism, Just War, WMDõs, pacifism, peace-making 

and the role of internationalism and the role of religion and belief in 21st century conflict.  

5. Religion, crime and punishment - Justice and freedom, the causes of crime, the aim of punishment, 

types of punishment, death penalty, corporal punishment.  

6. Human Rights and Social Justice ð What are human rights?, the role of the UN, prejudice, racism, 

wealth, poverty. 

 

Or 
GEOGRAPHY 
At GCSE, Geography aims to promote a lifelong interest in place: the location of places; what they are like; 
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Or  

HISTORY 
History IGCSE aims to promote a lasting interest in the past and to develop a wide range of analytical skills. 

These include the ability to select, use and evaluate evidence and to understand the full meaning of a range 

of historical ideas. 
  
The Edexcel specification covers a wide range of topics. For the historical investigation students will study USA 

from 1918 to 1941. This will look at the social and economic history of the US, spanning from the 

roaring 1920s through to the issues of the Great Depression in the 1930s, as well as assessing the validity of 

terms of recovery and crash. Students will 
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LANGUAGES - choose at least one of either:  
 

French  

German  

Spanish  
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ART and TEXTILES and PHOTOGRAPHY 
There are three Art options at GCSE level. GCSE Art covers a range of both 2D and 3D media including 

painting, drawing, printmaking, sculpture and ceramics, photography, textiles, and site-specific art. GCSE 

Textiles allows pupils to focus on this area and specialises in surface pattern, dyed and screen printed 

techniques, machine and hand embroidery, and constructed textiles and sculptural work.  

GCSE Photography teaches pupils how to take photographs and document the world around them using a 

camera. Techniques such as The Rule of Thirds, Cyanotype Photography and developing films in a dark room 

are also covered. 

 

The courses are designed to provide engaging, challenging, coherent and meaningful learning experiences 

through a flexible structure that supports the sequential and incremental development of creative practice. 

Our rewarding and immersive programme of study broadens experience, develops imagination and technical 
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BUSINESS  
GCSE Business is an exciting and extremely relevant course with the focus on acquiring the necessary skills 

to aid decision making and problem solving. The harsh reality is that all of us will commence work at some 

point and knowledge of how organisations of all types are run and managed is a useful life skill. These skills 

are important whether you intend to run your own business or plan to play an important part in the 

management of another. Career aspirations in the traditional professions (Law, Accountancy etc) will be 

enhanced by the study of Business. 

 

The course is based upon the four functional areas of a business (Marketing, Finance, Human Resources and 

Operations Management) as well as Business in the Real World and Influences on Business. The course looks 

at everything from entrepreneurs to large multinational companies. There is increasing consideration of the 

external environment in which all organisations operate, as well as exploration of the impact of globalisation 

upon a business.  Within the course, a great emphasis is placed on pupil-based learning and the course is 

particularly suited to those prepared to offer their views and opinions about given scenarios. Both case studies 

and current business issues are used to develop understanding of theories and concepts. This is critical, as 

the external assessments will be based upon real business situations.  

 

Assessment consists of two examinations which require students to use their knowledge and understanding 

of topics taught and to apply it to given business contexts. Students will need to display a range of skills 

including the calculation, interpretation, use and limitation of quantitative data and the analysis of qualitative 

data relevant to a business context to support, inform and justify their business decisions. 

 

The increasing importance and relevance of Business is reflected in the wide range of Business courses on 

offer at university. If you have a genuine interest in current affairs and the way in which firms operate, the 

GCSE Business course offers an excellent introduction to the subject and a strong foundation for further study. 

 
 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
The course gives learners an in-depth understanding of how computer technology works. Learners will no 

doubt be familiar with the use of computers and other related technology from their other subjects and 

elsewhere. This course will give them an insight into what goes on ôbehind the scenesõ.  Computer Science is 

all about how and why computers work and gaining the computational thinking skills required to successfully 

write your own computer programs.   

The below gives an overview of the topics covered: 

Unit J277/01: Computer systems (Written paper: 50% of total GCSE) 
¶ Systems architecture  
¶ Memory & Storage  

¶ Networks, connections and protocols  
¶ System software & System security  

¶ Ethical, legal, cultural & environmental concerns  

Unit J277/02: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming (Written paper: 50% of total GCSE) 

¶ Algorithms 
¶ Programming fundamentals  

¶ Producing robust programs  
¶ Boolean logic 

¶ 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
GCSE Physical Education is an exciting and stimulating subject for those who love taking part in sport and 

physical activity. It is designed to allow candidates to extend their knowledge in a wide range of topics from 
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SPECIFICATION DETAILS FOR EACH SUBJECT 
 

SPECIFICATION 


